
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE NORDONIA HILLS BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD ON  
NOVEMBER 4, 2010 
 
 
A Special Meeting of the Nordonia Hills Board of Education was held on November 4, 2010 at 7:04 a.m. at the 
Nordonia Hills Board of Education in the Superintendent’s Office, 9370 Olde Eight Road, Northfield, Ohio.  The 
President, Mr. Douglas Masteller, called the meeting to order with the following members present: 
 
Douglas Masteller, President  Also present: Wayne Blankenship, Superintendent 
Gregory Harris, Vice President    Joe Clark, Assistant Superintendent 
Daniel Gallagher, Member    Kevin Staller, Treasurer 
Betty Klingenberg, Member    Tom Hartman, Business Manager 
Kim Sethna, Member     Patti Koslo, Public Relations 
       NewsLeader Reporter 
 
Building Facility Discussion 
 
The Board and Administrators discussed building usage and cost saving measures.  In light of the levy defeat and 
pending deficit it was agreed that the K-6 buildings would close at the end of the day and after school activities 
would be consolidated and grouped at the Middle School and High School.  Custodial staff is being reduced.  The 
K-6 buildings will be powered down at the end of the day to save utilities.  The only exception to early closing would 
be a school sponsored event involving contracted curriculum and supplemental staff. 
 
Levy Timing 
 
The Board discussed various aspects of returning to the ballot for another levy try.  The upcoming reduction in 
force, momentum, voter fatigue, planning and holiday stress were debated.  Consensus to return in February was 
reached. 
 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING IT NECESSARY TO LEVY AN ADDITIONAL CURRENT EXPENSE TAX LEVY AND 
REQUESTING THE SUMMIT COUNTY FISCAL OFFICER TO CERTIFY THE TOTAL CURRENT TAX VALUATION OF THE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT AND THE DOLLAR AMOUNT OF REVENUE THAT WOULD BE GENERATED BY THAT ADDITIONAL 
LEVY. 
10-11-04-304 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Klingenberg and seconded by Mr. Harris to approve the following resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board finds that the amount of taxes which may be raised within the ten-mill limitation by levies on 
the current tax duplicate will be insufficient to provide an adequate amount for the necessary requirements of the School District 
and that it is necessary to levy a tax in excess of that limitation for the purpose of current expenses; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with Division (B) of Section 5705.03 of the Revised Code, in order to submit the 
question of a tax levy pursuant to Section 5705.21 of the Revised Code, this Board must request that the Summit County 
Fiscal Officer certify (i) the total current tax valuation of the School District, and (ii) the dollar amount of revenue that would be 
generated by that levy; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with Division (B) of Section 5705.03 of the Revised Code, upon receipt of a certified 
copy of a resolution of this Board declaring the necessity of the tax, stating its purpose, whether it is an additional levy or a 
renewal or a replacement of an existing tax, and the Section of the Revised Code authorizing its submission to the electors, and 
requesting such certification, the County Fiscal Officer is to certify the total current tax valuation of the District and the dollar 
amount of revenue that would be generated by the proposed levy; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Nordonia Hills City School District, 
County of Summit, State of Ohio, that: 
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 Section 1. This Board declares that it is necessary to levy, for a continuing period of time, an additional 6.5-mill ad 
valorem property tax outside of the ten-mill limitation for the purpose of current expenses, and that it intends to submit the 
question of that additional tax levy to the electors at an election on February 8, 2011, as authorized by Section 5705.21 of 
the Revised Code. If approved, that tax would first be levied in 2011 for first collection in calendar year 2012. 
 
 Section 2. This Board requests the Summit County Fiscal Officer to certify to it both (i) the total current tax valuation of 
the District, and (ii) the dollar amount of revenue mat would be generated by the additional levy specified in Section 1. 
 
 Section 3. The Treasurer of this Board is authorized and directed to deliver promptly to the Summit County Fiscal 
Officer a certified copy of this resolution. 
 
 Section 4. This Board finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board and of any of its committees 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken, and that all deliberations of this Board and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal actions were held, in meetings open to the public, in compliance with the law. 
 
 Section 5. This resolution shall be in full force and effect from and immediately upon its adoption. 
 
Yeas:  Mr. Masteller, Mr. Harris, Mr. Gallagher, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mrs. Sethna 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING IT NECESSARY TO LEVY AN ADDITIONAL CURRENT EXPENSE TAX LEVY AND 
REQUESTING THE SUMMIT COUNTY FISCAL OFFICER TO CERTIFY THE TOTAL CURRENT TAX VALUATION OF THE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT AND THE DOLLAR AMOUNT OF REVENUE THAT WOULD BE GENERATED BY THAT ADDITIONAL 
LEVY. 
10-11-04-305 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sethna and seconded by Mr. Gallagher to approve the following resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board finds that the amount of taxes which may be raised within the ten-mill limitation by levies on 
the current tax duplicate will be insufficient to provide an adequate amount for the necessary requirements of the School District 
and that it is necessary to levy a tax in excess of that limitation for the purpose of current expenses; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with Division (B) of Section 5705.03 of the Revised Code, in order to submit the 
question of a tax levy pursuant to Section 5705.21 of the Revised Code, this Board must request that the Summit County 
Fiscal Officer certify (i) the total current tax valuation of the School District, and (ii) the dollar amount of revenue that would be 
generated by that levy; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with Division (B) of Section 5705.03 of the Revised Code, upon receipt of a certified 
copy of a resolution of this Board declaring the necessity of the tax, stating its purpose, whether it is an additional levy or a 
renewal or a replacement of an existing tax, and the Section of the Revised Code authorizing its submission to the electors, and 
requesting such certification, the County Fiscal Officer is to certify the total current tax valuation of the District and the dollar 
amount of revenue that would be generated by the proposed levy; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Nordonia Hills City School District, 
County of Summit, State of Ohio, that: 
 
 Section 1. This Board declares that it is necessary to levy, for a continuing period of time, an additional 7.0-mill ad 
valorem property tax outside of the ten-mill limitation for the purpose of current expenses, and that it intends to submit the 
question of that additional tax levy to the electors at an election on February 8, 2011, as authorized by Section 5705.21 of 
the Revised Code. If approved, that tax would first be levied in 2011 for first collection in calendar year 2012. 
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 Section 2. This Board requests the Summit County Fiscal Officer to certify to it both (i) the total current tax valuation of 
the District, and (ii) the dollar amount of revenue mat would be generated by the additional levy specified in Section 1. 
 
 Section 3. The Treasurer of this Board is authorized and directed to deliver promptly to the Summit County Fiscal 
Officer a certified copy of this resolution. 
 
 Section 4. This Board finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board and of any of its committees 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken, and that all deliberations of this Board and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal actions were held, in meetings open to the public, in compliance with the law. 
 
 Section 5. This resolution shall be in full force and effect from and immediately upon its adoption. 
 
Yeas:  Mr. Masteller, Mr. Harris, Mr. Gallagher, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mrs. Sethna 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING IT NECESSARY TO LEVY AN ADDITIONAL CURRENT EXPENSE TAX LEVY AND 
REQUESTING THE SUMMIT COUNTY FISCAL OFFICER TO CERTIFY THE TOTAL CURRENT TAX VALUATION OF THE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT AND THE DOLLAR AMOUNT OF REVENUE THAT WOULD BE GENERATED BY THAT ADDITIONAL 
LEVY. 
10-11-04-306 
 
It was moved by Mr. Harris and seconded by Mr. Masteller to approve the following resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board finds that the amount of taxes which may be raised within the ten-mill limitation by levies on 
the current tax duplicate will be insufficient to provide an adequate amount for the necessary requirements of the School District 
and that it is necessary to levy a tax in excess of that limitation for the purpose of current expenses; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with Division (B) of Section 5705.03 of the Revised Code, in order to submit the 
question of a tax levy pursuant to Section 5705.21 of the Revised Code, this Board must request that the Summit County 
Fiscal Officer certify (i) the total current tax valuation of the School District, and (ii) the dollar amount of revenue that would be 
generated by that levy; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with Division (B) of Section 5705.03 of the Revised Code, upon receipt of a certified 
copy of a resolution of this Board declaring the necessity of the tax, stating its purpose, whether it is an additional levy or a 
renewal or a replacement of an existing tax, and the Section of the Revised Code authorizing its submission to the electors, and 
requesting such certification, the County Fiscal Officer is to certify the total current tax valuation of the District and the dollar 
amount of revenue that would be generated by the proposed levy; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Nordonia Hills City School District, 
County of Summit, State of Ohio, that: 
 
 Section 1. This Board declares that it is necessary to levy, for a continuing period of time, an additional 7.5-mill ad 
valorem property tax outside of the ten-mill limitation for the purpose of current expenses, and that it intends to submit the 
question of that additional tax levy to the electors at an election on February 8, 2011, as authorized by Section 5705.21 of 
the Revised Code. If approved, that tax would first be levied in 2011 for first collection in calendar year 2012. 
 
 Section 2. This Board requests the Summit County Fiscal Officer to certify to it both (i) the total current tax valuation of 
the District, and (ii) the dollar amount of revenue mat would be generated by the additional levy specified in Section 1. 
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 Section 3. The Treasurer of this Board is authorized and directed to deliver promptly to the Summit County Fiscal 
Officer a certified copy of this resolution. 
 
 Section 4. This Board finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board and of any of its committees 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken, and that all deliberations of this Board and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal actions were held, in meetings open to the public, in compliance with the law. 
 
 Section 5. This resolution shall be in full force and effect from and immediately upon its adoption. 
 
Yeas:  Mr. Masteller, Mr. Harris, Mr. Gallagher, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mrs. Sethna 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 

 Board consensus was unanimous in requesting the Treasurer attend the upcoming Public Records Training as 
designee for the Board. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
10-11-04-307 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Klingenberg and seconded by Mr. Gallagher to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 a.m. 
 
Yeas:  Mr. Masteller, Mr. Harris, Mr. Gallagher, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mrs. Sethna 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
 
 
      ___________________________________________________ 
         President 
 
 
 
      ___________________________________________________ 
         Treasurer 
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE NORDONIA HILLS BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD ON  
NOVEMBER 9, 2010 
 
 
A Special Meeting of the Nordonia Hills Board of Education was held on November 9, 2010 at 9:15 a.m. at the 
OSBA Convention in Room D140 in the Hyatt Hotel Conference Center in Columbus, Ohio.  The President, Mr. 
Douglas Masteller, called the meeting to order with the following members present: 
 
Douglas Masteller, President  Also present: Wayne Blankenship, Superintendent 
Gregory Harris, Vice President    Joe Clark, Assistant Superintendent 
Daniel Gallagher, Member    Kevin Staller, Treasurer 
Kim Sethna, Member     Tom Hartman, Business Manager 
       Patti Koslo, Public Relations 
       Irene Beville, Curriculum Director 
Betty Klingenberg, Member – Absent 
 
The Board and Administration engaged in a discussion about the levy defeat on November 2, 2010 and the timing 
of returning to the voters for another attempt.  Conversations included the need for analysis, why are voters saying 
no, what other levies should we consider, building credibility and trust, OAPSE negotiations, message to staff and a 
pledge to protect the classroom.  After lengthy discussion and much give and take, consensus was reached to go 
on the ballot in May, 2011. 
 
Daniel Gallagher left the meeting at 11:00 a.m. to return to work. 
 
Additional conversations continued and consensus was reached to debrief the Levy Committee later this month and 
conduct a community meeting on December 1

, 
2010. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
10-11-09-308 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sethna and seconded by Mr. Masteller to adjourn the meeting at 11:25 a.m. 
 
Yeas:  Mr. Masteller, Mr. Harris, Mr. Gallagher, Mrs. Sethna 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
 
 
 
      ___________________________________________________ 
         President 
 
 
 
      ___________________________________________________ 
         Treasurer 
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE NORDONIA HILLS BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD ON  
NOVEMBER 15, 2010 
 
 
A Special Meeting of the Nordonia Hills Board of Education was held on November 15, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Nordonia Hills Board of Education in the Superintendent’s Office, 9370 Olde Eight Road, Northfield, Ohio.  The 
President, Mr. Douglas Masteller, called the meeting to order with the following members present: 
 
Douglas Masteller, President  Also present: Wayne Blankenship, Superintendent 
Gregory Harris, Vice President    Joe Clark, Assistant Superintendent 
Daniel Gallagher, Member    Kevin Staller, Treasurer 
Betty Klingenberg, Member    Tom Hartman, Business Manager 
Kim Sethna, Member     Patti Koslo, Public Relations 
       NewsLeader Reporter 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Consensus was reached to hold a special meeting on November 22, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference Center 
for the purpose of Reviewing the Land Auction Bids and debriefing the Levy Committee regarding the November 
ballot campaign. 
 
No Board action taken. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
10-11-15-309 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sethna and seconded by Mr. Harris to meet in Executive Session at 5:40 p.m. for the 
purpose of Discussing the Reduction in Force Necessitated by the Levy Failure. 
 
Yeas:  Mr. Masteller, Mr. Harris, Mr. Gallagher, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mrs. Sethna 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
The Board reentered Regular Session at 6:40 p.m. 
 
Additional conversation focused on the Path We Choose document. 
 
No Board action taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
10-11-15-310 
 
It was moved by Mr. Harris and seconded by Mr. Gallagher to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Yeas:  Mr. Masteller, Mr. Harris, Mr. Gallagher, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mrs. Sethna 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
 
 
 
      ___________________________________________________ 
         President 
 
 
 
      ___________________________________________________ 
         Treasurer 
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE NORDONIA HILLS BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD ON  
NOVEMBER 22, 2010 
 
 
A Special Meeting of the Nordonia Hills Board of Education was held on November 22, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Nordonia Hills Board of Education in the Conference Center, 9370 Olde Eight Road, Northfield, Ohio.  The 
President, Mr. Douglas Masteller, called the meeting to order with the following members present: 
 
Douglas Masteller, President  Also present: Wayne Blankenship, Superintendent 
Gregory Harris, Vice President    Joe Clark, Assistant Superintendent 
Betty Klingenberg, Member    Kevin Staller, Treasurer 
Kim Sethna, Member     Tom Hartman, Business Manager 
       Patti Koslo, Public Relations 
Daniel Gallagher, Member – Absent  
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
Ryan Summers, Sagamore Land Partners, LLC, addressed the Board about his group’s bid for the 93 acres and 
why he viewed it as good for the District. 
 
No Board action taken. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
10-11-22-322 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sethna and seconded by Mrs. Klingenberg to enter into executive session at 6:12 p.m. for the 
purpose of Attorney Consultation Concerning the Sale of Land. 
 
Attorney David Allen, Dutton Auctioneer representatives, Wayne Blankenship, Joe Clark, Tom Hartman, Patti 
Koslo, and Kevin Staller were included in the session. 
 
Yeas:  Mr. Masteller, Mr. Harris, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mrs. Sethna 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
The Board returned to public session at 6:45 p.m. with all members present. 
 
RESOLUTION TO REJECT PUBLIC AUCTION BID AND AUTHORIZE THE SUPERINTENDENT TO ENGAGE IN 
NEGOTIATIONS FOR PRIVATE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY 
10-11-22-323 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sethna and seconded by Mrs. Klingenberg to approve the following resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, the Nordonia Hills City School District (the "District") is the owner of a 93.28 acre parcel of land located in the 
Township of Sagamore Hills ("the Property"), described more fully in attached Exhibit A, which is no longer required for school 
purposes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the District is in need of funds to pay for needed capital projects and the proceeds of the sale of the Property 
would help to provide such funds; and 
 
WHEREAS, the District, through its Board, resolved to sell the Property at through auction and subject to the terms of a 
Resolution of the District dated March 15,2010; and 
 
WHEREAS, the public auction for the Property, conducted pursuant to Section 3313.41(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, took 
place on November 19, 2010 (the "Auction"); and 
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WHEREAS, the successful bidder, Sagamore Land Partners, LLC, an Ohio limited liability company, being the highest bidder 
conforming to the terms of the bidding process, submitted the Purchase and Sale Agreement attached hereto as Exhibit A (the 
"Agreement"). 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE NORDONIA HILLS CITY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT: 
 
1. The Board of Education of the Nordonia Hills City School District (the "Board") finds that although the Auction 

conformed to the conditions of bidding, the highest bid and Agreement are not acceptable and rejects such bid and 
Agreement. 

 
2. The Board hereby authorizes and directs the Superintendent to conduct negotiations to sell the Property privately 

pursuant to Section 3313.41(B) of the Ohio Revised Code, subject to the terms of this Resolution. 
 
3. The sale of the Property shall be upon the following terms and conditions, and such other terms and conditions 

consistent with this Resolution as may be determined by the Superintendent: 
 

a. The Superintendent may solicit offers and enter into negotiations to sell the Property in such manner or 
methods deemed appropriate at the discretion of the Superintendent; 

 
b. The sale of the Property to the successful offeror shall not be final until accepted by the Board by 

resolution, with written notice of the acceptance sent to the successful bidder by the Treasurer; 
 

c. The Board reserves the right to reject any and all offers; and 

 
d. In the event the successful offeror completes its obligations under the Agreement, the Board will 

transfer the Property to the successful offeror via a quit claim deed, without representations or warranties 
concerning the Property, in its AS IS, WHERE IS WITH ALL FAULTS condition at the time of the closing 
of the sale. 

4. The Superintendent is authorized to continue to use the services of Joel Dutton, auctioneer and real estate 

broker, at usual and customary charges, to assist the Superintendent in soliciting offers and negotiating 

agreements for the sale of the Property. 

5. The Superintendent is authorized to undertake such actions as he deems necessary or appropriate to fulfill the 

terms of this Resolution. 

6. The Board finds and determines that all formal actions of the Board relating to the adoption of this Resolution 

were adopted in an open meeting of the Board, and that all deliberations of the Board resulting in such formal 

action were in meetings open to the public and in compliance with Ohio law. 

7. The actions of the Superintendent in furtherance of the foregoing resolutions to date are hereby ratified in all 

respects. 

 
Yeas:  Mr. Masteller, Mr. Harris, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mrs. Sethna 
The President declared the motion passed. 
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LEVY COMMITTEE DEBRIEFING 
 
Charles Frazzin, Chad Lahrmer, Cindy O’Connor and Nicole Occhionero engaged the Board about the November 
Levy Campaign and what they see as important to future campaigns.  Much of the conversation concerned 
communications, how to reach out to the community, news coverage and the frustration surrounding basic 
misstatements and public engagement. 
 
No Board action taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
10-11-22-324 
 
It was moved by Mr. Masteller and seconded by Mr. Harris to adjourn the meeting at 8:04 p.m. 
 
Yeas:  Mr. Masteller, Mr. Harris, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mrs. Sethna 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
 
 
      _____________________________________________________ 
         President 
 
 
 
      _____________________________________________________ 
         Treasurer 
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